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- danger of being shot down.':

Alr Eanes
over Eran

prohlbl

Iraq says alrhnes
-will be in danger !

By Dlana Saad

United Press International

Iraq declared yesterday that lra-

" nian airspace. was a : “prohxbtted‘

zone” and warned that-commercial’
airliners flying over. Iran. faced the

Expanding the war into a new area

involving civilians, the Iragi News.

Agency issued a military communi:
que warning commercial airliners.to

~avoid Iranian alrspace beginning at

. noon . tomorrow eastern standard' )
. time,’ . =
L Proclamung a “prohxbtted one
“.over Iran,” Baghdad said it might
¢ shoot down planes and would not
. take responsmxhty for any that were;

attacked. -
. “Any air target that ﬂxes in Iranlan,
alrspace will be exposed.to- direct

- danger because of difficulty in dis-
-tinguishing real . targets - from -air-
"lines and the dogfights that might
: happen anytxme ” the news agency

said. v
Brmsh Arrways in’ London can-

' celed all its flights to Tehran and

. Baghdad “indefinitely” on the ad-
vice of the British government.

- Other international carriers s'erv-

ing Tehran . include Air.: France,
I Lufthansa, Swissair,. Turkish- Air.

; surers Lloyds of London said.. the_

lines, Austrian Airlines, Syrian Arab
Airlines and the Soviet airline Aero«

flot, as well as Irans own natlonal .

carrier. .

. In the Per81an Gulf shlppmg -m-

- Liberian-registered tanker. Carib-

. bean .Breeze was attacked and set

- ablaze yesterday in the Persian Gulf
about S0 miles east of the gulf state of

, -Qatar. . i B S S R T
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Shipping sources in Kuwait said
the 109,752-ton tanker, loaded with
240,000 tons of Kuwaiti oil, was at-
tacked by a single unidentified air-
craft, injuring four crew members
including the captain.. -

Neither Iraq nor Iran clalmed ré-
sponswxhty for the latest attack. In

‘the past, Iraq has claimed responsi-

bility for its attacks, including many
never confirmed. Iran has never

. publicly announced its ship attacks.

..The fire was extinguished, and the
tanker was towed to the port or Du-
ba1 the sources said.- R

+-Last year, Iraq extended the war
mto the gulf by declaring a forbid-
den zone around Iran’s main oil ex-
port terminal at Kharg Island, start-
ing the so-cailed “tanker war.”: .’

.“The~Caribbean Breeze was the

\ sixth-confirmed shipping casuaity

this year and the 128th neutral vessel
shtp Ahit,since; February: 1984 :
1.0n the:battlefield, Iran said it: had‘

" crushed’ an Iraqi ‘counterattack in
" the Hawizeh marshlands-and taken

control of the entire marsh south of
the Iraqi town of Amarah. It did not,

5 however specify its territorial gains.
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In Baghdad an Iraqgi mlhtary state-

-ment 'said Iraqi forces’‘“continued

advancing on Iranian front lines and

. crushing their positions.” Iran start-
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|- ed an offensxve 1n the area last Mon-

- day. - ;
. Iraq also said 1ts warplanes carrxed
“out “intensive” air and missile raids

¢ .on seven Iranian towns and cities,
. including the Iraman capltal of Teh-

-ran.

JIran conﬁrmed six attacks but satd

i anti-aircraft fire stopped Iraqi planes

¢

from dropplng thetr bombs on Teh-
ran.

Iran’s state-run news agency IRNA
said at least five people were Kkilled

and 15 others wounded in Iraqi air

raids on-Kermanshah and reported
at least 13 killed and 80 wounded in
the attack on Dezful.-

. Both nations have in the past exag-
gerated their war- claims.

- In London ‘the Sunday Tlmes re-
ported that the United States. offi-

cially neutral in the war, has been

passing intelligence un‘ormatlon to

Iraq regarding approacm j Xranlan
air attacks .




